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REPORT

OF

COMMISSIONER GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

GeNERAL LAND OFFICE,
AvsriN, Texas, Dec. 8, 1894.

To His Euxcellency J. S. Hogg, Governor of Texas:

Sr—1I have the honor to herewith transmit you my report of the con-
dition of this office for the two years ending August 31, 1894.
Very respecifully, your obedient servant,

W. L. McGAUGHEY,
Commissioner.

This State is located in the extreme southwestern part of the United
States, between the 26th and 36th parallels of latitude, and the 94th
and 106th meridians of longitude. It has been geographically divided,
for convenience of locating certain portions definitely, into five parts,
viz.: Central, Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Texas.

The State is so vast that a better knowledge of its magnitude can be
ascertained by a statement that its landed area covers 267,002 square
miles, and its water area 2692 square miles, making a total of land and
water of 269,604 square miles, which is equal to over 8 per cent of the
area of the entire United States, including her Territories. To make it
clearer, it is six times larger than New York, and 100 square miles
larger than all the Eastern and Middle States, with Delaware and Mary-
land included.

It is 800 miles from east to west, and 750 miles from north to south.
This princely domain was a separate Republic until 1845, at which time
it became a member of the sisterhood of States. One wise provision in
the stipulations of the treaty of annexation was, that all of her lands
should be held by her own State Government, to be disposed of and
controlled in accordance with her own laws; she did not cede them to
the United States, as many other States did. For thisreason we have the
next largest land office in the world, and a system of free schools, together
with our State University and several eleemosynary institutions, based
on about one hundred millions of dollars, aceruing from the sale of these
lands; we will always have a free system of education. The topography
of the State is but little understood, except in a general and not specific
way. That portion lying east of the 96th degree of longitude and north
of the 30th parallel of latitude is known as ¢¢ East Texas.”” This section
of country has a wonderful history in its first settlement. Here the




4: RerorT oF CoMMISSIONER GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

celebrated timber region lies, known even in foreign countries, on ac-
count of its valuable lumber products, supporting and supplying all the
vast prairie lands with material for the habitation of man. Water in
lakes and streams is abundant all over this section, furnishing fine fish-
ing, and the bottoms and jungles are the home of the deer and turkey.
This is the fruit land so well known from shipments to the great cities of
the North and East every spring. Ribbon cane grows here in the bottom
lands without irrigation. The population could be duplicated, and still
neighbors be ¢¢far between.”’

The coast region is composed of an even chain of land, running regu-
larly southwest from the mouth of the Sabine river to Corpus Christi;
thence slightly south to Mexico. This is the recently developed rice
country, which is near the gulf. A heavy tide of immigration has been
flowing into this section for more than two years. The pear orchards
and early small fruits have rivalled California’s best products. The fu-
ture of this part:-of Texas can scarcely be imagined.

Fortunes are being amassed here on small holdings. Winter hunting
on the bays and lakes has proven very remunerative, as boat-loads of
fowls are shipped to the cities each season. A peculiar growth called
‘‘wild celery’’ gives the bird a fine flavor. These lakes are now owned
by our native people by patent. RS

East of the first mentioned division, and north of the last, is a vast
rolling prairie. The only timber in this great farming belt is along the
streams, little mots, and the belt running from northwest to southeast,
known as the ¢“Cross Timbers.”” © This growth appears to be a freak of
nature, apparently planted to supply the demand of civilization on the
rich plains on every side. Here lives the stronghold of liberty, the great
voting element of the State.

Cotton, grain and hay are the principal products. The cities of the
interior are located here, and the greatest wealth is shown by the tax
rolls to be in this division. The north and northwest are so closely con-
nected, and are so much alike, that a description of one will answer for
both. This is the vast country, so beautiful in construction and so bril-
liant and bright, that ‘‘mirages’’ delude the unwary traveller, displaying
in bold relief sparkling lakes and moving herds. This phenomenon ap-
pears only under certain peculiar circumstances. Who knows but that

- ““the white ships’” may be reflected by some electric power from the great

ocean on the west. This is the home of the cattle king and rancher. The
soil is rich as alluvium, producing a grass called ¢ buffalo,”’ as nutritious
as oats. On these high lands, nature scattered her choicest seeds, and
provided them with the most fertile soil imaginable. Water alone is
needed to develop the rarest and most luxuriant growth in a remarkably
short period. Stock farming has been a complete success, as two-story
mansions and broad acres will attest. This embraces the great wheat re-
gion of Texas, also.

But every part of the State is adapted to happy homes and a frugal
people. We could feed the population of the United States, if culti-
vated like some of the old countries. Our irrigated lands show how
readily even the most arid sections in our broad land respond to water.
Along the Pecos river, on Toyah creek, and anywhere, the best of vege-
tables are raised with a small supply of water. Along the ditches may
be found a class of people who do not watch the clouds for bread. The
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time will come soon when thousands of additional farms will be supplied
with abundant water for irrigation purposes, either by boring or storing
in reservoirs. This completes a hasty and incomplete history, by an out-
line of the State in great divisions. A description by counties, of which
there are 247, would be interesting, I know, to home-seekers, but this
can be given only at the Land Office, where all data on lands and all
archives are kept; even the classification by sections of 640 acres each
are filed, and can be seen by any one. We invite investigation.

Texas has been liberal, indeed, to her people and artificial creatures.
Every settler not having a home is donated 160 acres, and as an induce-
ment to the encouragement of internal improvements, large bodies of
land have been given to canal companies, irrigation companies, and the
various railroads have been the beneficiaries of 60,516 square miles of
land, making a square one side of which is 246 miles, or 38,730,240
acres, equal to the area of 67 counties, each 30 miles square. She is
proud of her great thoroughfares, and there ought to be a mutual feeling
of kindred friendship and reciprocity existing between her people and
her creatures.

These lands, as a general rule, alternate with the school lands, and
are of equal value. They are cheap, and for sale on liberal terms.

SYNOPSIS OF LAWS GOVERNING THE SALE AND THE LEASING OF SCHOOL
LANDS, AND THE MANNER OF OBTAINING HOMESTEADS; ALSO, TIME OF IN-
TEREST PAYMENT UNDER THE SEVERAL ACTS.

In reply to numerous letters asking information in regard to Public
Domain, School, University, and several Asylum lands, I submit the
following statement:

SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY, AND ASYLUM LANDS.

Under an act of the Legislature, which took effect as a law July 4,
1887, and the acts amendatory thereof, approved April 8, 1889, and
April 29, 1891, the School, University, and Asylum lands belonging to
the State have been classified into dry and watered agricultural, pasture,
and timber lands, appraised, and placed on the market for sale, but only
to actual settlers, in quantities of not less than 80 nor exceeding 640
acres to each settler,”except in cases where the land is classed as dry and
purely pastoral, when each settler will be entitled to purchase not exceed-
ing four sections, or 2560 acres, or oneagricultural and three dry grazing
sections. These lands will be sold at their appgaised value, at not less,
however, than $2 per acre for dry, and $3 per acre for watered. Tim-
bered land will not be sold for less than $5 per acre cash, or the timber
alone may be sold at the appraised value, but at not less than $2 per
acre. Atthe date of his purchase. the settler will be required to pay to the
State Treasurer one-fortieth of the aggregate purchase money (unless the
land is classed as timbered, when he must pay the whole of the purchase
money), and to place with the Commissioner of the General Land Office
his obligation to pay to the State on the first day of November of each
year thereafter, until the whole purchase money is paid, one-fortieth of
the aggregate price of the land, with interest at the rate of 5 per centum
per annum on the whole unpaid balance of such purchase money. If he
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fails to make the annual payment of interest in compliance with his ob-
ligation, he thereby forfeits his claim to the land and all payments thereon
previous to such failure. He also will be required to obligate himself to
occupy as his homestead the land sold to him, during the three years
next following the date of his purchase, and will be allowed at the end
of the three years, on making proper proof of such occupancy, to pay
in full for the land and receive a patent to the same, and such proof
must be made within one year next after the expiration of the three
years’ occupancy. Some of the lands subject to sale under the acts
mentioned can be found in nearly all the counties of the State. A state-
ment of the classified and appraised lands of each county in the State is
furnished the county clerk, which he is required to place on record in
his office, and to have open to public inspection, showing the lands for
sale in his county, the price at which each tract has been appraised and
can be purchased, ete., and anyone will be furnished with all blank forms
necessary -to enable parties who wish to purchase any of the lands to
properly apply for them.

INTEREST PAYMENTS.

Interest is due on school lands purchased under the several acts, as
follows: :

Act of 1874, interest is due and payable March first of each year.

Acts of 1879 and 1881, interest is due on January first of each year,
and the purchaser allowed until the first day of March following.

Act of 1883, interest is due on the first day of January of each year,
and the purchaser allowed until the first day of August following.

Section II, act of 1887, as amended by the acts of 1889, 1891, and
1893, provides, ‘* That no additional payment of principal is required
after first payment of one-fortieth is made, until the expiration of forty
years from date of original purchase.”” Interest payments are due on
the first of each August succeeding the date of purchase, but by virtue
of an act passed by the Legislature of 1893, an extension of one year and
three months is given in which to pay said interest after it becomes due
as per terms of contract, without penalty.

The interest must be paid on or before the expiration of said exten-
sion; otherwise, forfeiture will be declared without judicial ascertain-
ment, and such land shall again be for sale as if no sale or forfeiture had
occurred; or.if the purchaser shall fail to make the proof of occupancy
within the time.and in the manner preseribed by the regulations of the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, as provided for in section 9 of
the act of 1887, or shall deed it to a corporation, he shall in like manner
forfeit the land and all payments thereon to the State. In case of death,
the heirs of a claimant are given an extension of one year, in addition
to the above mentioned time, in which to make payment of interest, by
filing in thisoffice proof of such death. Said heirs or assignees are also
authorized by law to complete said contract of settlement.

All remittances on sales, leases, and interest should be sent direct to
the State Treasurer.
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LEASING.

Section 14, Act of 1891: The public lands and all lands belonging
to the pubhc free schools, asylums, or university fund, if notin demand
for actual settlement, shall be leased by the Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office, under the provisions of this act. All of such lands
lying west of the Pecos river, and all of such lands lying south of the
Texas & Pacific Railroad, except the counties of Concho, Coke, McCul-
loch, Sterling, Glasscock, Midland, Ector, Tom Green, Howard, and
Martin, and all University lands, shall be leased for a period of ten
years, dnd all other such lands lying north of the Colorado river, and
north of the Texas & Pacific Railroad, and the counties hereinbefore
excepted from the ten year lease, shall be leased for a period not longer
than five years, and the lessee shall pay an annual rental of four cents
per acre for all lands leased; provided, that the University lands may be
leased af three cents per acre per annum, which rental shall be paid each
year in advance, the first payment to be nnde at the time the lease is
executed, and if at the termination of any lease any of such lands are
not in demand for actual settlement, they may be re-leased for another
five years, and the lessees thereof, whose term of lease has expired, shall
have the refusal of such land as he has been leasing on the terms and at
the price that may be fixed therefor by the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, and shall be deliverel to the lessee or his duly authorized
agent, and such lease shall not take effect until the first payment of an-
nual rental is paid and the lease duly filed for record in the county where
the land lies, or to which it may be attached for judicial purposes, and
it shall not be necessary for the Commissioner to acknowledge such
lease before the same is placed on record.

No lands which are now, or which may hereafter be, classified as graz-
ing lands within the territory where the ten-year lease is authorized, as
set forth in the preceding section, shall be subject to sale during the term
of the lease-contract thereof, except by written consent of the lessee,
and the possession of the lessee shall not be dlstmbed during the term of
his lease.

All lands, the lease of which is fixed at not exceeding five years, shall
be leased subject to sale; provided, that if any lessee has actually settled
upon any section of land included in his lease, and erected thereon his
residence and substantial improvements, for permanent settlement, such
section shall not be sold, nor shall such settler be disturbed during the
term of his lease; and all leases of agricultural lands embraced in the
territory where a lease not exceeding ten years is provided for, shall besub-
‘ject to sale to actual settlers, except where settlements and improvements
are made as hereinbefore provided for by the lessee. In all cases where an
actual settler may desire to settle on any grazing land, which may have
been leased under a five year contract of lease, such actual settler shall
first erect thereon substantial improvements of the value of not less than
one hundred dollars, and file proof of same in the General Land Office
within four months after making his application to purchase.

None of the requirements for improvements to be made by an appli-
cant to purchase shall be required of any person who shall desire to buy
and settle upon any agricultural lands under lease made under the fore-
going provisions.
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If any lessee shall fail to pay the annual rental due in advance for any
year, within sixty days after such rent shall become due, the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office may declare such lease cancelled.

The above act, approved April 28, 1891, does not affect leases made
before the same became a law.

Agricultural land leased prior to July 28, 1891, upon which the lessee
shall have placed as much as $100 improvements, and grazing lands
leased prior to July 28, 1891, can not be sold during the term of the
lease, without the consent of the lessee.

The law requires leases to be recorded in the county where the land
lies, or to which it may be attached for judicial purposes, and is not
effective till so recorded.

SMALL TRACTS OF VACANT LAND TO BE SOLD.

Under an act of the Legislature, which also took effect as a law July
4, 1887, and the acts amendatory thereof, approved April 8, 1889, and
April 18, 1891, all such tracts of vacant public domain as contained only
640 acres or less each on the 12th day of October, 1879, situated in or-
ganized counties, are now on the market for sale at $2 per acre. A party
wishing to purchase any of the lands referred to will be required to ap-
ply in writing to the county surveyor for a survey of the same, have the
survey made within three months from the date of his application there-
for, within sixty days from date of survey to have field notes of the
survey returned to the General Land Office, and within ninety days from
the return of the field notes to pay the Treasurer the purchase money on
the land. An actual bona fide settler and resident of the State, ‘¢ who
lives in the enclosure,”” and who unknowingly has enclosed any of such
land, shall have a preference right for six months from the time thet the
same shall have been declared by the Commissioner of the General Land
Office to be vacant and subject to sale, to purchase so much of said land
as may be embraced within his enclosure.

HOMESTEAD DONATIONS.

Under the homestead donation law, each head of a family, without a
homestead of his or her own in Texas, is entitled to 160 acres, and each
single person 18 years of age, to 80 acres of the vacant and unappro-
puated public domain. A person wishing to avail himself of the bene-
fits of this law, must find the vacant land that he wants, settle on it as
his homestead, apply in writing, under oath, and within thirty days from
the date of his settlement, to the surveyor for a survey, have the survey
made within twelve months from the date of his application, and its field
notes filed in the General Land Office within twelve months from its date,
occupy the'land for three years as his homestead, and file proof of such
occupancy in the General Land Office. He is then entitled to the issu-
ance of a patent. He pays nothing for the land, but has to pay the sur-
veyor’s fees and the fees of the Land Office, which together ordinarily
amount to $15 or $20. These lands subject to settlement in the way
pointed out are situated in every part of the State. “They can not be
pointed out by the Land Office to parties wishing to obtain the benefits
of the law, but are most easily and certainly found by inquiry of the

)



ReprorT oF CommissioNER GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 9

surveyors of the several counties, or by examination of their records.
The pre-emption provisions heretofore in force are mow repealed, and
are of no standing.

LAND CERTIFICATES.

All unlocated land certificates are barred by limitation, and are now
worthless.

MAPS.

The General Land Office has no maps of the State for sale or free dis-
tribution. It has maps of all the counties, however, in the State, and
can furnish copies of them at prices ranging from $5 to $60, the price
depending on the size of the county and the number of surveys sitnated
in it. It has also lithographic copies of the maps of a large number of
the counties, and offers them for sale at 50 cents each.

Lithographed maps of any particular county, with all unsold school,
university and asylum lands located therein marked upon said map, to-
gether with the official classification and valuation of said lands, can be
furnished by this office for about $1 for each map so marked, and two
cents per section, or part section, for lists of lands.

All lands are subject to sale to settlers, but those situated in counties
organized prior to January 1, 1875, except El Paso, Pecos and Presidio,
which are detached from other public lands, may be sold to any one, ex-
cept a corporation. without settlement. There is a very small remnant
of this class of land now unsold, as dealing in it admits of speculation.
They are priced as other lands of a similar classification.

List by Counties showing the amount of unsold School, Univer-
gity, and Asylum lands, August 31, 1894, and amounts leased
in good standing.

School land. University land. Unorganized Co.

Revien B

ounky; A syy lu in, and

Acres Acres Acres Acres Lunatic Asy-

leased. unsold. leased. unsold. lum lands.

RANAEIBON ooy Tt s an sttt 960

ANAYBWE . sshmanni i 62,880 68,400 2,240
EANDEIINAL vy Jige | Hetase L 21,685
CATIRETONG | s . 79,080 52,282
FATABCOB 0oy s en 308 4,527
ABaRderal 5 e 10,480 136.408
EBAYIODI NS S 240 27.053
. 51 B e ] ety pra s . 5,764
RBOXAT = s ini o et 112 3.200
R ATID0 7 ae itk o ke 2,720 29,354
FROTARN. o0 os cn0/50a0¢ 103,270 188.633
FBORQIE (e Tl A iR e 640

RBOWEO L, »imh s s s g [t ments o 15.112].

BEBWEEET . . s s oo 112,595 442,825
MRPIRCO8 e n e s 68,610 71.808
EBIOWD il o e e 7.338
Buchel vl v, 24,960 112,640
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List by Counties showing the amount of unsold School, Univer-
sity, and Asylum lands, August 31, 1894, and amounts leased
in good standing.

(CONTINUED,)

School land. University land. Unorganized Co.

School, Orphan

County. = fﬁy;} lllﬁlin.B&ll!x] g

Acres Acres Acres Acres Lunatic Asy-

leased. unsold. leased. unsold. lum lands.
SBUYHBE v e sy 1,564 OB e S
rEaldwells s Can il wnls Sas sy B0 s s sl b et ine
X@alahan el 299 (e DA |5 e e N e e
O ATAOTOTL 5\ s e[ 5 atsreets O 1) e S e OB
LB 0 1 s ol GRS 34,714 s L S e B S e o
AR e S o T i e e A e s R P Tk e
o O] 3 s Nl T S 1,920 3 0 (0| Lo s e L
O RADOTB R e s e+ | s s B s PO s A e P I e
FOHOrOKER . e s ieivise e sisas biaore L T S e | M R,
*Childress’ ~<. oot 19,840 B B s s e e e s e
0 e el IRt e 0 TR s (e Lo e
0K e s s 58.585 60,800 1 e s s s senn s
SColeman - cooas oo 160 e S S e e
*Collingsworth ...... 128,160 T s el & T M S
Ao oAl e sy 1728 T it TS 4 e e
2EOMANCHE. oo | Saaia asis i (1] Mgt ) b S SRR
2EONCH0;. v seaasvse 4,741 3 b AR e SRR e e e
O0Ke T e e [ e Seie's 751 R s 80
i 8735wy (10 B SO S S il e ot 1] 53 [ | P TIR TERal
*Cothle .o sl aes 4,889 (] e R L i e
B IR S A e e e 69,070 5,120 61,440
*@rockett=. ... i veas 86,874 663.065 126,040 380,000
B e e e 43,508 BOABON S ol a s e sataraals
EPaliamiy.  wniie. e 15,360 1B 0AB] o <o s el o estaies
ATVEWEOD 550 oot seg enias T e N T e e e B M
Deaf Smith......... 3,200 B B0 N [ eas s sars
L B LR g e e L (o2 ) (B S A PP e
ADICKENE . coie s o nis 3,840 1048015 s e s uta s Bee e e .
ZDIMIG e sy e 5.392 Y T L B St ] Sl s
Ponley. i waiii coes 116,446 17553 A e B R i T S RN
35 B ThiA ) e B e 17,990 105000 Al ot e e e wetes
*Eastland ...... A Wnde by L el DiB00] e S A v e s b e e
] D01 e L B 9,600 3 EE P10 s St 8,960
ERAwWards 2n e cveses 94,295 B e Sl [ SR T
10] 8 Bl e SIS s 10.284| 1,278,573 1,000 485,558
EHN G s 107.483 874,439 . .. e e e e
AR rathl. vai s 720 B 818 a ra G aa s i e aasass
2Higher o r oo e 10,314 800081 s e e e e
o 11 U 5 Lk re s P 38,863 BR0D0 i s leteey Leaalesiais s
AEORTA S o G a s 7,840 T ey | IR S8 B PR G B

Boley L s 1,280 A0 i v et s
PRranklin ) Shs sin e i sedeaalis B0l sl S s s e

R QR e e 2.654 10,673 Bl 200 s e . 110,700
G SoMha daiaess 50,400 264,960]. .. 000 o 4,480
(B e S RS 84,980 BT B0 R e e e s
2GA1IeEPIC .. i avnsae 1,537 A i s s s taa
*GIAECOCK i civaives 116,921 28 ALY S e R i
FOTAY oo sesieoie 86:660) © 104 BT Lt et s e s
B BT R o) B b el [ BT IS 4 OB e i |G e e teae
sl 5 K TR e 10,308 SORH6a e e ax A eld
HaH e e s 66,161 QBB O T [ s e
EH I EOn S i T et e 8 e ) A e o et e ST e
*Hanstord i it 29,440 296, 0301 s a I T e s

q
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List by C'ounties showing the amount of unsold School, Univer-
sity, and Asylum lands, August 31, 1894, and amounts leased
in good standing.

(CONTINUED.)

Sechool land. University land. Unorganized Co.

School, Orphan

County. —_— Asylum, Blind

k Asylum, and

Acres Acres Acres Acres Lunatic Asy-

leased. unsold. leased. unsold. lum lands.

*Hardeman .........- 6,720 BTadTA | St T
HATHIN . o v e g et SR e e s e
EHATTIR e T e v 1RO s e e
SHArHEon o5 S r s e 0 T St e
SH aRtleyS U st 70,720 I8 B20L. o Fe i e ams i
SEERRICAN . S o e N S G at B R R P St s
PHAVE s civ s 960 T Tar o e o LTS e
SHemphill .. o S 72.105 1380801 et | Lol
HIBRIDO . vy i ot 6,400 8:0bd) T ol

HOCKIOY v il icwoil silrsts ovss dis 920 R S e s 2.828
L £ DVe s bR e B T e VT L S S IO e i
HowWardi, g, L 21,903 OB 04RY, s T s
HONBbON T (5ot e FaB0l s e e e
*Hutchinson......... 137.305 FOIE9IBY. Sl s s e meets
8 b Ve300 L S S, e 181,600 186,560 6,400 6,400
Y B o [l RTINS Tl e e
RTROKBOM S v b isrel e as 640 A T e s
s F ) e L e s e i B3 RBOIN = als LR e
Jefl -Davis . 5. hs ey 190,883 6860821 T mEaalt L S
*defferson ... omis 639 537 AT R AL [ T

. 414 960 Orph. Asy.

B R D S I { e
.......... e B e = R PO
11,088 i IS e e T e
54,465 1 T e e e P
85,362 d82.251 L L o st st
100,285 Py (R ko) e ER A N e e
14,412 Q9201 i o e s
13,577 BRI b AR S B IS SR s
1,760 515 e P R O G (R e T
.......... L7 b P | ISR o
20,480 28 L P e n e s ] e SR s
800 G TR P S BT e
Cia-Balle = e nin 9.840 Doy 5 0] e o U L S P T

TLAVACH s s - 960 s 0 e ) e T

HEeON T e e ey 1256 TR )2 RS e IR PR ke
SLAbBRY o ein vans 960 (o Jar By Mo e e R e e
i B2 U0 (e103 ¢ o] e OB e 106,560 233220) 5 iR e
*Live Oak. ..« ilvsness 1,303 2080l e e s ma
o BVE 1 (o i oy I o e e ) £ S 0, P BN T Gl e o s da ks
ELOVIBE v i conmiion 7,680 22,740 1,280 62,720
Joubboeks. - iiesni 25,841 208624170 T SR
4t D5 SRR Ty e et 24.320 R R o B S e e
EMATtI NS e s 27,857 171.360 10,880 22.400
SN ABON o s 5,834 8,6404 2l =i, R S e
EMATEZOTAR s o i s ssvasieias 2 Bt heerd Wi S e
EMAVEHICK Lok aisnk 640 ST ] S e R S
*McCulloch: icio. % 448 e IR e e s S
*McMullen'c. s isavesn 2,660 A ) B e M R e
IMBAIRg: . wesihl s 34.885 SRR N e B e
EMengrd L e 7.179 2 [ B e e R e e e
*Midland oo ot onaes 46,080 CETSC b rmer e ot Sl e e
A AING S 6 5 e st aie e st s lite R e R T s e (e
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List by Counties showing the amount of unsold School, Univer-
sity, and Asylum lands, August 31, 1894, and amounts leased
in good standing.

(CONTINUED.)

School land.

University land.

Unorganized Co.
School, Orphan
Asylum, Blind

County, Asylum, and
Acres Acres Acres Acres Lunatic Asy-
leased. unsold. leased. unsold. lum lands.
% 0 e R e s UL I T o o Sl
EMItchell eii dacss 12,499 L e e
VO e s v e [ste s ateaters S0 S ARSI ey
EMONtEOMETY < acinses|[i conomases Ly {0 e e NI et re G
EMoore s il T 102.648 PO ABN e s s s e
30 (o) IR o e et B R R G-400) SR s v a el ey
Motleyn i i 182,183 1D e e [ s
*Nagogdoches i iite S aaiae, L b o D el i A e e
N EWEOD . oWy s . S e el 82,160 ...
ZENGlan - L an s 3,140 (7 L N e O e e P e
ol AT S e o il ot s i B3 DDA I ] (SRR
*Ochiltree ........:. 35,200 DRI BRB e s e e e
*Qldham: s R 42,560 0 R (1) A e e s e e
SOPRDLE /ot et 320 SUEH80 R R e :
. U B T o R o 640 754 LT RO S Gl P R
) S8 VT3 S R R L L FI08H] v il in s varyas
PBEOS = sors e reis 60,791 2,196.480 24,960 272.173
TROIK o, s T B30 et s Rertate
Potler: e r o naass 85,719 LT BEON: LoV L S lae sz,
Presidio- s henines 69,085 B3 B001 5 e o h el et
ERandalltos Tl 9,440 AR OO e s tem e s oo ataiees
FReAd RIVE | Sint sl o bienss s DAL e SRR T T PR
) 7 e R T, 42,793 BARTBAL. T Tt | S e Ay
P RODETIRE sty s 98,320 1807201555 ces v v v s aersis
FROUBNEIS oo Sl e nns 1,110 3040l Ees b .
S ADING o S s R et PR RS ] S S o
*8an Augustine...veofoeeins oo ok P B sl R R e e
SASERTA LT 1t L Sl oS S D120 o s sl oo we vy
2OHN Saba-tore ik 10,776 3 (P[5 PO S T IS
Sehleicher, ... .e. v 95.747 353,440 29,800 56,320
BeMELT i e s v 16,320 72,820|..... | e
*Shackelford ........ s B DI B P B T R e 638
sl S R a0 B e T s A 3863 | e T A b
*Sherman :..... e 5,120 2852801 et s
b1 e e e B0 R B e
BEATES o e e 7,395 129.280F il wiss v bon srlies o s ST

* 7 1 un. Asy.

¥Stephens . .......... 420 0ROl e { 1090 B ARy,
SBterling e =i s 7 84,817 oL S e e e N e
*Stonewall .......... Vi TE R U <X Wy P S R [ s e O
Sutbon .5 s v 87.412 BO1.8ROL < vias o < elsif oo snatoras
Swisher o e i 1.009 AN S e e e
RIEEYTOT F170% e 52 o ae b 1,760 80001 2 st e R
LTy s el 3,200 2800 i s s el
*Throckmorton...... 5,120 e U I I PR o sy
LN AR R G el (O et I R e e
*T'om Green......... 145,478 296,320 52,480 166,560
SR T AR IR R R T 31 U e e e
ity e s TEH00 - S e eete s onas
o A H A B R (R B9C090IL ey e s T
U pto e e 3.680 326,050 19,200 89,600
lvalde tnatads oo 41,836 YAt () e S e
VealVierde o, s el 65.157 L Pl e e K e A
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List by Counties showing the amount of unsold School, Univer-
sity, and Asylum lands, August 31, 1894, and amounts leased

in good standing.
(CONTINUED.)

School land. University land. Unorganized Co.

School, Orphan

County. Asylum, Blind

Asylum, and

Acres Acres Acres Acres Lunatic Asy-

leased. unsold. leased. unsold. lum lands.

a3 30 ) ettty o e e [ e, e, 0 B e e
AWATA: s e s s T 92,640 640 63,360
Wiebb o i e 44,273 97-000] b e < e e
EWNAPEON s wierotgife oo 2,240 i3 1 o e ] SRR Ty
Wheeler. ... i, ceaaan 24,540 AR O co o s e il e
EWACHIGR i v s it e e [ I AL 000 e e TR e S
WAIDBEPRT . cisninin)vesevnnase T P 2 e Gt
B R BT ) Ve R ol (s e 5 200 e e D P e
SWantcler, o oot v 8,980 s s 10,240 33,280
S I e R L sy e DR e s | e e e e
OO G s sitted T80 F =t e 080) o e e e
ZAPRIR - -l o et s 7,694 T1200000|. = = v sitd subnbesss
PLHTRIAL e sir ndvssins 15,170 BTD201. o et fan e F i

B B e e 4,441,928| 20,164,677| 895,560/ 2,000,689 3,370

Nore.—The asterisk (*) indicates the counties that have been lithographed,
and copies of the map can be obtained at the General Land Office at 50 cents each.
This department has maps of the following counties, at 50 cents each, not in-
cluded in the above list. viz.: Aransas, Archer, Austin, Bastrop, Bee, Brazoria,
Brazos., Burleson, Calhoun. Camp, Collin, Colorado, Dallas. Denton, De Witt,
Ellis, Falls, Fannin, Fayette. Fort Bend, Galveston. Goliad, Gonzales, Greer,
Gregg, Grimes, Hopkins, Hunt, Johnson, Karnes, Lee, Limestone, Madison,
Marion. MeLennan, Navarro. Parker, Rains, Refugio. Robertson, Rockwall, San
Patricio. Tarrant. Upshur, Van Zandt, Victoria, Waller, Washington, William-
son and Wood.

Table showing total acres leased from September 1, 1892, to
August 31, 1894.

Acres. Revenue.

Ptblic freeBeho0IR  fasic o iters o sraismsleissaissatels 3,185,409 $127,416 36
| BB o0 400U 0 o i R o S eyl s ey e 277,754 8,832 62
Public i doOTIRIn 5.t ah iy, sl sttt e Lokt 125,156 5,006 24
Unorganized county school................ 172,690 3,453 80
Funatie asylum. . oo vl dinioi s vahiat. o 640 25 60
B ARV IOTDI o et o o e sheraea=elasaiohibarare o 160 6 40

R L S o e g A D T Lt (o P S 3,761,809 $144,241 02
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Table showing the total number of acres leased and in good stand-
ing, on September 1, 1894.

Acres.

Bublicstreersehool . nisis o aias e T e e AT s ... 4,188,281
T VErSIhy o A S e e A T S R 395,560
Rhblicedomaings e e B S e S o e S 251,087
DR e 000 B ey pmr o N A e o S b i) s A Uit e 2,560
Einoicanized=countyischoolnsr ot sesadin b st amis sl il v 137,908
Blind syIunT oo e i s L e e S 249
Enat CR Ayl e n e i L Rl e e s e 80

e e T o T e sy g v 4,975,725

Table showing total acres expired and cancelled from September
1,1892, to August 31, 1894.

Acres.

BublicsfreerSehool i E e o S e el e 3,934,599
University ..o .. ST, D e SRR L e TR I e e 280,176
327 o) U le Coy 0¥ 0 b s e S ey e e S L L B e e e 28,104
Hnorganized: county:school . i tii i s o U s i 312,170
33D Ea e T N A T e et s B v B T2 B A s B S g 680
Deat andiDumbiasy i ot it e s i b g 960
PR A S T s e e ey 164

ol e e S S R T R L N 4,556,853

Amount of public free school lands sold out of leases during the years
beginning September 1, 1891, and ending August 31, 1894, total, 92,587
acres.

List by Counties, Showing Lands Belonging to the Public Free
School Fund, Valuable Chiefly for the Timber Thereon, and
Which are now on the Market and Subject to Sale Under the
Provisions of the Act of April 1st, 1887, and the Acts Amen-
datory Therseof. :

County. Acres.
AT A E RO S i e o o s o Sy S et B i e o 2, 009
BOWIE s Bt il sor e e STEe il ol S pts s S S s (Rt 5,419
B Al A e e e e e L e e e e B 960
BherokBe T il i e e s R A S e RS S 2,054
Deltawiis e i e e e s s e e e L M e 640
R WA e N L T o i i s e e e b 1,280
i v L e St LS e SO P e L I e e e o 19,227
B ANRIS ATt e e be e vt iy s e e I R e R e 640
R RO e e S e e o e s 1,920
Housto =5 o i, e e G N e D e e 1,921
Y L B e T e e e T T e TE s o by e ey e P 59,385
J e e OIS B s o e o e e ) T ey s L S R 4,405
RO T Bz o S s e Tl et o ooty e e o S e 960
R O e e e e e R e 26,579
B e et o AR N e s SO e BT S S el DI e e 7,847

Ci‘
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County. Acres.
MoOnt S OMIO LY R s e e R v 5,120
1 oy e e e S i el e s 6,431
INaGoed 06N Nl ral I e i et o et e e O e 3.071
N OWEON: G5 iir s S eo s e s ke Pk co et e iyl ity s atha e Sl 2,389
Oranoe s oot S e i o e e e 9,600
BENOIL S S o e e e e o e 5,805
Bolka e o T e R e R e . 11,597
5 31 RV RO SEC el S e e AT B e e T 13,054
BAD AT DRI o Tl s o i, = N e o 29,059
Ban AT i e S e e T e 6,720
I 3 I e e T e o e e e ke 3,363
R BEOR i s s i 155 s U A e o VS 6,724
Rty e e e 11,944
2 A 7Y i RO dm s e S S e fehe ety L T e 11,637

4 T Y e e S e R s eSS e e B e ... 302,580

Table Showing Number of Acres Disposed of by the State for
Two Years, Beginning September 1st, 1892, and Ending August
31st, 1894.

Character of Claims. 12;1 1;11;:.1‘ Acreage.

Bonation iEae e o it e e e 135 37,350
Homestéad donation= =15 sl ke, o e il ) 1261 153,795
Sale Berip: =t e e s e R e U L) 338 30,624
Rehooldanginta s s e S e 1831 762,422
i versityland s irn i e e e 26 3,120
Asylumiland’ e, oo dose i ey e 27 1,738
Mitonoland lers el ar e e R 19 2,516

4o o et UG IRt S e pE e T AR 3637 991,565

Table showing Claims Patented, with number of acres embraced,
from September 1st, 1893, to August 31st, 1894.

i

Character. of Claims. 12;1‘132:1 {Nu::}lll.):sx: i
11D el P e R B D g e € DD R i 61 185,203
1 M) i e R S b M S T S = 9 4,787
R P A CIRBE o i i s e si s st B I s E Sk e ey 36 8,029
Homestead donationi. ... ..o vo ittt ves 1143 138,678
AT T s i L e e s & s R e e 24 7,453
PORKLIONN. . Cieli o cateits e T e e 1 185 67,625
Iy ersity: 18N oo o s Sle S seilirvd vy saiara sttt 25 3,210
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Table showing Claims Patented, etc.—continued.

Character of Claims. Number | Number of
of files. acres.

e el DB S e Eal s T e e e e 766 325,631
SN ETEYR b R 5 G e S A L S e R SR 41 5,914
IVISCEl AN e0UE BOTD: 2ot b sty et i ) sw bk ots 55 19,159
L ON A CTATE BOTIN: et ot v el e St 10 5,683
D T e i R A L T S S A 0 e iR 280 45,385
RO IO RO SO e ieh s tals 0T Eolla e sy a O e —a 8 s o o e bos. 429 239,400
4 B 031 A b e R TR e e R e e o 2064 1,056,157

List by Counties, Showing Lands Belonging to the Public Free
School Fund Sold under the Act of April 1,1887, and Amenda-
tory Acts thereof, which have been Relinquished to the State
during Two Years from September 1,1892, to August 31, 1894.

Counties. Acres.
L TF L R B R Lot (e s oy o g o Ny Pt S VIS 0 PR 2 e o 640
B T e T e At B tha oy s Tl e s TRyt e Ao et oo (o UM 22 e 160
1 oY e I = e i e B e S R N i L 160
BT ST A Tt SR e S A S B e LR e e e 640
15 Tl (A P LS e e e BB LS f s oty ok - B T 8,960
D T O o A e o e s T s T e T N s o e (S BTt 320
Childress ;i vovss e R B e ) s 2,725
Gonehoes S bl L Sl e o s 320
(BTeR) o e e e S D P R e e Sy S S T 2,400
R o e S el e i e s e T e e (et e S 5,120
WA O NS G e S Sty R B v BT, [ ST Coyotn st s 640
B ) 10 e e e e Tl 960
D e e o e e e o S o 640
L e e R T Tt L e e b A 640
ROAT O ot oo S i e ST e S e o St T et e e D 320
B OTERIBONG S s ol e oy e o dacar i e i oy o e U I e 1,632
R O O B e e e 960
G R e AR R A SO e AR B e § e B SRl T 1,280
150 L SR S R PN SR s A e R Sl e L O 3,200
B L el e R D e T e i e e NI el o on 1,120
18 B A 31 0 s R e S P e e e LG L ) 480
IR o e, e s e e s e T s o 9,598
IR I M i B o s e LT e e el S ] o e e 320
1By e e B W R s e A L e e il e 160
B AT o R o e e or i B s AR e Sl N R ST s 3,040
IBS el o e L i  S  CE enEIE S e = T s L B o 640
T e A e e e R e Tt s g 640
BB T s A e Gt Mstaarte. Sluisearirscita (it 160
5 E0Ri Eos B AT S e e M he e B L L e sl 1,920
T et ey ) (8 e ol 584
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County. Acres.
Orange b il T s e v es s RTE s el NS 640
Randall o o i b o i e e el S v, o 2,880
ReeyoR, T o i L e [ Sl e oo T e TR 160
San NRADRS o T S M e e e By e e e 454
Sy e L s L R St e i s 1,280
Steplimp:: Jl i, e L e Tty e s T e A e s 2,880
SWISHET 7l Al At e oo e e e O LS 12,480
oM Grraents oo oo Sl Ll e S v B e i 2,560
ValsVerde s v ot s P e M S PR e e 320
WEBIIEP s s St | e et e e T T T e e P 2,560
WV EDE & e nns s s e i S P ) i e 2,560

301 ) BRSO el e R e L S T O o 79,153

There have been sold during the two years ending August 31, 1894,
762,422 acres of school land, 3120 acres of University, 625 acres of
Blind Asylum, 320 acres of Lunatic Asylum, 478 acres of Orphan Asy-
lum; timber only, 44,354 acres. Value of timber in cash, $148,866.
There have been filed in the office 3274 applications to purchase, 1874 of
which have been accepted, 1270 rejected, and 120 pending Forty-one
thousand one hundred and thirty-two official letters have been received,
answered and filed during the above mentioned period, making 368,384
now on file in the office.

Claims aggregating 2666 acres, purchased under Act of 1874, upon
which no payment was ever made, have been cancelled.

Purchases under the Act of 1881 amounting to 282,425 acres, and un-
der the Act of 1883 amounting to 8800 acres, have been cancelled by
decrees of court filed in this office.

Purchases under the Aet of 1881 amounting to 60,480 acres, and un-
der the Act of 1883 amounting to 167,250 acres, have been cancelled by
relinquishment to the State. Sales amounting to 19,221 acres have been
cancelled on account of conflict.

There have been 77,718 acres of School land, 466 acres of Blind Asy-
lum land, and 160 acres of University land, purchased under the Act of
1887, forfeited for non-settlement. Also, 557,560 acres, under tHis act,
have been forfeited for non-payment of interest, which were again placed
upon the market under the original classification.

The office has classified 250,977 acres.

The Spanish department has only about one-thirtieth of the records:

translated into English. Of the sixty volumes, fifty-eight remain un-
translated. It would take four or five years to complete the translation
with two clerks at work. The Spanish translator has also performed the
duties of calculator during the time covered by this report.

Maps of eleven counties have been lithographed, twenty-nine have
been recompiled, and five are now in course of compilation, while one
hundred and eight county maps are in a dilapidated condition and should
be recompiled.

This department has done much work in sketch-making, from which
a considerable revenue has been derived by the State. i

-

r&,\EEN



18 Rerort oF CommissioNER GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

Fees received in General Liand Office, and disbursement of same,
from September 1, 1892, to August 31, 1894, inclusive.

Amount of office fees............ e TR e | At $10,014 35
Amount of patent fees. . «vie et s o e T et 15,074 50
Rotal amonnt Tecelvatls, et sels b e s s orwelsis . $25,088 85

DISBURSEMENTS.

Per vouchers on file.

Amount paid State Treasurer, office fees.......c..ouueen $10,014 35
Amount paid State Treasurer (patent fees).............. 15,074 50
Totallamountipaid LreasUIoT. v s i cals sialss olalsalsrars i $25,088 85

The building has been thoroughly overhauled, without and within.
The outside has been repainted a red sandstone color, adding greatly to
its appearance. The inside has been either kalsomined or hard-finished
from top to bottom. Much new furniture and many new record cases
have been added from time to time, and the file room floor tiled.

Window casings and sectional inside blinds have been added to most
of the windows. Owing to the crowded condition of the office, it was
necessary to erect a room for the transcript work on the second floor, over
the stairs. The wood-shed and closet having been destroyed by a storm,
a new one has been erected, and as many other minor improvements have
been made, from time to time, as the appropriation would allow.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

By virtue of an act approved March 9, 1875, entitled ‘*An act to pro-
vide for the recompilation of an abstract of the located, titled, and
patented lands in Texas,’’ it was made the duty of the Commissioneér of
the General Land Office, as soon as practicable, to prepare a new abstract
of Texas land titles.

In compliance with the above, a general recompilation of the printed
abstract was made, and the work condensed into two octavo volumes,
comprising grants and locations had up to 1877, including a supplement.

These supplements have been continued (one being issued annually)
until Vol. XVIII has been reached. Many errors and incongruities
naturally creep into a work so voluminous, which can only be remedied
by a recompilation, say, every two decades.

It has now been twenty years since a revision took place, and that it
is badly needed at this time, is the verdict of those who have to deal
with our congested system of rendition. The office is in receipt of let-
ters from various counties of our State, praying for a new abstract of
their tax rolls, which, of course, can not be furnished without an en-
abling act.

I therefore recommend a complete recodification of the printed ab-
stract, for the following reasons: '
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1st. Many surveys upon our assessments are doubtless erroneous or
have been abandoned, but no proof having been filed, save the report
of the assessor and surveyor, as required by the act of 1885, the office
does not feel justified in their cancellation. On the other hand, should
a new abstract be prepared, these surveys could be entirely omitted, ex-
cept in such cases where proof of abandonment is insufficient, thereby
relieving the State of unneccessary expense incurred in the payment of
assessments where there can be no collections. In a like manner, sur-
veys which upon their face are clearly excessive, but calling for natural
boundaries, by recent decision of the Supreme Court, no correction of
location or cancellation of patent can be made. In going over the files
necessary for a recompilation, these excessive surveys would be made to
appear for their actual area, according to the recalculation.

2nd. In a revision as contemplated, the file number could be appended,
relieving the office of the burden of running the gauntlet of index vol-
umes, which owing to their constant wear must be frequently renewed,
at great cost for their copying. At present there is some' difficulty in
identifying certain surveys; especially is this the case with pre-emptions,
owing to there appearing two or more locations in the same name and
the same county. This could be remedied by attaching the survey and
block numbers, together with the file number, which would certainly
prove a great convenience to parties corresponding with the office in re-
gard to their land.

3rd. As matters stand at present, it has become quite an expensive
item to those wishing a complete set of abstracts, costing $3 per volume
as fixed by law. The department having immediate supervision of the
abstract work has been materially handlcapped by the magnitude of the
labor involved in the examination of each file. ~ That “this would be
vastly reduced by a condensation of volumes needs no special argument,
as it is plainly evident that one clerk could scan two guarte volumes in
as short time as two clerks can examine eighteen octavo volumes.

‘While a recompilation would necessitate new abstract numbers, it is
by no means contemplated that the old shall be entirely disregarded, as
these could be easily retained without complicating matters. The regu-
lar abstract clerks, with one draftsman, cau do the work.

That section 13, chapter 100, page 119 Act of March 29, 1889, min-
ing laws, be so amended as to authorize the Commissioner of the General
Land Office to declare forfeiture of claims for failure to do the annual
assessment work and payment of annual installment, with interest thereon.

~ Also, allow all purchasers under section 10 of said act ten years from
date of application for survey, in which to apply for patent as provided
in said section 13.-

That section 1, chapter 80, page 61, Act of March 29, 1887, be so
amended as to authorize the sale of such appropriated public domain
containing not more than 640 acres, or less, in all organized counties.

That section 7, chapter 99, page 85, Act of April 1, 1887, be so
amended as to authorize the sale of watered lands at not less than two
dollars per acre, in the following counties: Anderson, Angelina, Bowie,
Delta, Franklin, Hardin, Harrison, Houston, Jasper, Jefferson, Mont-
gomery, Morris, Nacogdoches, Newton Orange, Panola, Polk, Rains,
Red River, Sabine, San Augustine, fan Jacmto Shelby, Titus, Tumty,
Tyler, and Walker.
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Also, in any other county, not mentioned above, where watered lands
are less valuable than dry.

That the law be so amended as to authorize the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, the Governor concurring, to order suits to be filed
to forfeit claims purchased under the Act of April 12, 1883.

That an act be passed authorizing the sale of lots or small tracts out
of any of the public lands of the State for school or church purposes.

On account of the general depression in all lines of business, especially
in the districts where the great body of the public lands are located, and
on account of the continuous drouth for several years, and the hardships
incident to frontier life, the settler is in a deplorable condition. Forfeit-
ures and relinquishments to the State show their inability to pay interest
on their obligations at the present rate. I advise either a reduction in
the rate of interest on the obligation, or an exemption from intérest for
the first three years after purchase, until complete title may vest in them.
And for these same reasons, the lease rent should be reduced.

The State will derive a greater revenue by leasing her public lands at
2 cents per acre than at the present rate, for the reason that the stock-
men universally declare their inability to pay a greater price and, con-
tinue in the business. They also say that all lands would be leased at
the low rate of two cents per acre.

I have recommended a reduction of the working force in this office for
the following reasons, to-wit: At the request of the Attorney-General,
the information for suits on all illegal locations made by railroads for
sidings and turnouts, and all other necessary data on claims where in-
fractions of the law appear, have been furnished by this department.
The district and county attorneys throughout the State have been furn-
ished statements and lists of claims upon which interest remains.due and
unpaid upon public free school lands sold under the Acts.of 1879 and
1881, aggregating a total of 806.593 acres, and the accrueéd unpaid in-
terest amounting to the sum of $488,636.70. A similar statement of
lands sold under the Act of 1883, which were attempted to be forfeited
and which have since been resold under the Act of 1887, are now ready
to be sent ouf, authorizing institutions of suits for forfeitures. There
are 495,111 acres of these lands located in 108 counties held by repur-
chase, no appropriation having been made to defray judicial expenses.
These last purchasers anxiously await the action of the Legislature to re-
move cloud from titles. All this extra work necessitated the handling
and serutinizing of many thousands of files. ' Superior maps upon which
the Geological Department have designated the locations of valuable
mineral deposits throughout the State have been made.

Many of the mutilated records of the office have been copied and much
other extra work completed, so that a retirement of some of the employes
will not eripple the efficiency of the department. I owe a debt of grati-
tude to the employes for their able assistance in my duties as Commis-
sioner.

Respectfully submitted,

W. L. McGAUGHEY,
Commissioner.
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